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Daniel Mangiaracino, 13, of Topeka, is the winner of the 
Midwest Chamber Ensemble’s annual Youth Concerto 
Competition. He now will perform Edvard Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto in A minor, Opus 16, at a performance Aug. 31.

Pianist, 
13, wins 
event
The Capital-Journal 

Topeka pianist Daniel 
Mangiaracino is the winner 
of the Midwest Chamber 
Ensemble’s annual Youth 
Concerto Competition.

Mangiaracino, 13, com-
peted in the final round 
of the competition Sun-
day in Prairie Village. He 
performed Edvard Grieg’s 
Piano Concerto in A minor, 
Opus 16. He was accom-
panied by Scott McBride 
Smith, his piano teacher 
and president of the In-
ternational Institute for 
Young Musicians.

As the winner of the 
competition, Mangiara-
cino will perform Grieg’s 
concerto during a Midwest 
Chamber Ensemble perfor-
mance Aug. 31 in Kansas 
City.

Heart: Topeka hospitals screen all infants

about what level of blood 
oxygen is a sign of trouble, 
how to report abnormal 
results, and where to send 
babies who need such tests 
as echocardiograms.

St. Francis Health and 
Stormont-Vail Regional 
Health Center reported 
they screen all infants with 
pulse oximetry before dis-
charging them after birth.

Berroth said KDHE is 
on track for close to 100 
percent of newborns to be 
screened for heart prob-
lems by the end of 2014. 
The department has we-
binars scheduled for this 
spring for the rural facili-
ties that can’t easily send 
staff members to a larger 
city, she said.

“We’re very confident 
we can have all of this done 
by the end of the year,” she 
said.

Kevin Walker, regional 
vice president of advocacy 

for the American Heart 
Association, said the group 
wants the state to require 
all hospitals that deliver 
babies to perform pulse 
oximetry screening, point-
ing to the story of a fam-
ily from Concordia whose 
daughter seemed healthy 
for the first few weeks of 
her life, until she suddenly 
turned blue and flat-lined 
multiple times on the way 
to the hospital. The arteries 
in her heart were switched, 
preventing oxygen-rich 
blood from reaching most 
of the body. Surgery can fix 
the problem if it is detected 
in the first few days of life, 
but it can be fatal if not 
treated promptly. The girl, 
who is now 5 years old, has 
had four open-heart sur-
geries and takes medica-
tion twice daily, but it isn’t 
clear how long she can live 
with her heart condition.

Walker said the state can 
begin requiring tests now 
and work through issues as 

necessary, because babies 
born before the prelimi-
nary work is finished could 
die if their condition isn’t 
discovered quickly.

“Every day that we delay 
is another day that we’re 
putting babies at risk,” he 
said.

Diane Daldrup, state 
director of programs and 
government affairs for 
March of Dimes, said the 
Legislature will have to 
approve mandatory pulse 
oximetry screening be-
cause it isn’t included in 
the list of 28 conditions 
Kansas already screens for 
using blood spots from in-
fants.

Daldrup said March of 
Dimes wants to see heart 
defect screening added to 
the list, but KDHE ran into 
problems when metabolic 
screening started because 
some hospitals didn’t have 
training on how to do the 
tests or what to do if a ba-
by’s test was positive.
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